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NSW WAVESAILING ASSOCIATION – SUMMER 

WAVESAILING SERIES: RULES AND 

PROCEDURES 

1. EVENT RESULTS 

This section will outline the procedure for determining placings at an individual event.  

 Completed Events 

i. A competitor will be allocated a placing based on how many competitors finish 

ahead of them, such that a competitor who finishes with k competitors finishing 

ahead of them will be deemed to finish in 1+kth place. 

ii. A competitor is deemed to finish ahead of another if: 

1. They progress further through the competition without being eliminated.  

2. They finish their last heat in a higher position than the other sailor  in 

cases where both sailor’s last heats are in the  same round of competition. 

iii. Where competitors cannot be separated based on the above criteria (section 

1.A.ii), they will both be awarded 1+kth place. 

 Incomplete Events 

i. Results of partially completed rounds of competition will not be used in 

determining placings, and all heats in such rounds will be treated as incomplete.  

e.g. if only 1 of 2 semi finals were completed, then the results of the 1 completed 

semi final would not count, and the results of the quarter finals would be treated 

as the last completed heats. 

ii. Competitors who have been eliminated from competition will be allocated their 

placing as is described in section 1.A of this document.  

iii. Competitors who have unsailed heats at the conclusion of competition will have 

their placing determined by the following criteria: 

1. Where non-eliminated competitors' last sailed round of competition is the 

same round, one sailor will be placed ahead of another where they have 

finished in a higher position in that particular round. 

2. Where non-eliminated competitors’ last sailed rounds of competition were 

in different rounds, one sailor will be placed ahead of another where they 

were positioned higher in the last round in which both sailors sailed. 

3. Where non-eliminated competitors are unable to be separated in way of 

their placing, the competitors will be allocated the average of the 
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positions between which they cannot be separated. For example if two 

competitors are unable to be separated between 1 st and 2nd place, they 

will both be allocated1½th place.  

2. SEASON RANKINGS 

The following procedure will be used to construct the overall rankings for a season.  

 For 2020/21 a season ranking will be kept for all Summer Wavesailing Series 

events. This includes the East Coast Titles. 

 Points will be allocated for each event based on a system determined prior to the 

season starting. For 2020/21 points will be allocated in accordance with the 

points allocation used by the Surfcomp app, detailed below: 

Rank Points Rank Points 

1 1000 8 405 

2 870 9 365 

3 755 10-12 330 

4 660 13-15 245 

5 575 16-19 195 

6 500 20+ 100 

7 450   

 

 A competitor’s lowest point-scoring event will be dropped and will not count 

towards a competitor’s season ranking. 

i. This may include an event where the competitor did not attend. 

 Competitors who do not attend an event will receive zero points for that event. 

 For events where results cannot be obtained, entrants in attendance will all 

receive a predetermined number of points. For the 2020/21 season this will be 

100 points. 

 Events cancelled in advanced of their scheduled event date will not count towards 

season totals or competitors’ dropped event. 

 If, at the conclusion of the season two or more competitors are tied for points, the 

following criteria (in order) should be used to rank these competitors: 

i. most event wins (counting events only) 

ii. most event 2nd placings (counting events only) 

iii. most event 3rd placings (counting events only), and so on. 

iv. If competitors still cannot be separated after this process has been extinguished, 

then competitors shall be awarded equal placings. 
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 A competitor may only be awarded a placing in one division. Where competitors 

may be eligible for a placing in multiple divisions, the following procedure will be 

used to determine how they are awarded: 

i. Once a competitor has been awarded a placing for a division, they are not 

eligible to be awarded a placing for any other division. 

ii. First place in the open pro division will be awarded, followed by the women, 

masters, amateurs, youth then the grand masters subdivision. 

iii. Second places are awarded following the same order. 

iv. Third places are again awarded following this order. 

3. COMPETITOR DIVISIONS 

The following divisions and criteria for entry shall be used. The committee of the 

NSWWA may choose alter or not run certain divisions, or to reassign competitors’ 

divisions at their discretion. 

 Open Pro 

i. Open to any competitor who wishes to compete in this division 

ii. The association may, at their discretion, place a cap on the number of entries 

into this division if necessary. Where this is done, competitors will be notified of 

the process used to select competitors. 

 Amateur 

i. Open to competitors meeting the following criteria: 

1. must not have won the amateur division overall, for the past three 

seasons 

2. must not have placed first in the open pro division at any event over the 

last three seasons 

3. must not receive any sponsorship on the basis of sailing ability  

4. must not have competed in the PWA or IWT pro division 

5. must not have sailing abilities considered by the head judge(s) and 

NSWWA committee to be in excess of what is reasonable for an amateur 

division sailor. 

ii. If a competitor violates criteria 2 or 3 during an ongoing season, they may 

continue to sail in the amateur division for the remainder of the season. 

iii. An amateur division sailor may also concurrently compete in the open pro 

division. 

 Women 

i. This division is open to any female wavesailor. 

ii. A sailor in this division may also concurrently compete in the open pro, amateur, 

youth and/or master’s division, subject to the restrictions of those divisions. 
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 Youth 

i. Open to sailors under the age of 18 at 30 June in the year in which a season 

commences. For the 2020/21 season this is 30 June 2020. 

ii. A sailor in this division may also concurrently compete in the open pro, amateur 

and/or women’s division, subject to the restrictions of those divisions. 

 Masters 

i. Open to sailors over the age of 45 at 30 June in the year in which a season 

commences. For the 2020/21 season this is 30 June 2020. 

ii. This division also contains the grand masters subdivision. Competitors over the 

age of 55 at 30 June in the year in which a season commences will be eligible for 

inclusion in this subdivision. 

iii. A sailor in this division may also concurrently compete in the amateur and/or 

women’s division, subject to the restrictions of those divisions. 

iv. A competitor is not permitted to compete in both the master’s and open pro 

division concurrently. 

4. RUNNING OF HEATS 

 Head Judge 

i. The head judge(s) assigned for an event will have the ultimate authority on 

matters pertaining to: 

1. Location (of available venues) 

2. Heat length and order 

3. Heat progression structure 

4. Number of sailors in a heat 

5. Number of waves and jumps to count 

6. Weighting placed on wave and jump scores 

7. Decision to run or not run a heat 

8. Decision to cancel or postpone a heat 

9. Protests 

10. Selection of judges for heats 

ii. Ideally there should be at least two head judges present from different divisions, 

including an executive head judge (voted in at AGM) and assistant head judges. 

Where this is the case, decisions should be made by the head judges not in the 

division affected. 

iii. Competitors are not to attempt to pressure or intimidate the head judge(s), heat 

judges, competition organisers or NSWWA committee members under any 

circumstances. 

 Heat cancellation 
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Where a heat is cancelled midway through the allotted time, the heat must be re-ran in 

one of two ways, depending on the reason for its cancellation: 

i. If a heat is cancelled due to wavesailing conditions deemed inadequate for 

competition, then the entire heat shall be re-sailed. The head judge(s) may freely 

change the number of waves, jumps, the heat length and location before a re-sail 

occurs. 

ii. If a heat is cancelled due to factors unrelated to sailing conditions (such as a 

shark alarm, lightning or serious injury to a sailor), then the heat should be 

considered ‘paused’, and only the remaining minutes of the heat at the time it 

was paused should be sailed. Any waves and jumps scored prior to the heat 

being paused shall be counted towards the competitors heat score. For example, 

if 12 minutes of a 20 minute heat have been sailed, then only the remaining 8 

minutes shall be sailed when the heat re-commences, with all scores achieved in 

the first 12 minutes to be counted. 

1. In the event of a paused heat, competitors should be afforded appropriate 

time to sail to a position comparable to their location when the heat was 

cancelled. 

2. An exception to the above rule (4.B.ii) will occur where a heat has been 

paused, but since the time the heat was paused: 

• conditions have changed enough to warrant a change in the number 

of waves and/or jumps counted; 

• the direction of the wind has changed from port to starboard tack or 

vice-versa; or 

• the location at which the heat is held at has changed. 

In any of these circumstances, a full re-sail of the heat shall occur. 

5. DISCRETIONARY POWER OF THE NSW WAVESAILING COMMITTEE  

 Final decisions on placings and rankings are entirely at the discretion of the 

committee and the committee of the association reserves the right to modify this 

system at any time.  

 Past systems used reflect the prerogative of the committees at the time of their 

implementation and should in no way form a precedent that may influence 

adjudicatory decisions in the present.  


